
Projet	SAMP 
Santiniketan	Anthropological	Medical	Project

Dr	Daniel	WIDMER,	IUMF,	Unil	
Dr	Patrick	OUVRARD,	SFTG,	Paris	

Prof.	Ilario	ROSSI,	Unil,	SSP



∗ 2015	master	project	–	Valentin	Simonin	
∗ 2016	first	interprofessional	project	with	la	Source	
∗ 2017	second	interprofessional	project	
∗ Included	in	Communautary	Immersion	(FBM):	

fieldwork	research	outside	the	hospital	
∗ Interprofessionality:	nurses,	anthropologists,	social	

workers	and	general	practioners

Inputs	from	general	practice
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Santal medical paradigm
Health	de)ines	human	and	the	overall	structure	of	his/her	existential,	moral	and	physical	experience	as	well	as	his/her	judgments	and	actions
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Indigenous 
Knowledge

Médias

❖ Radio
❖ Television
❖ News paper
❖ School/Education
❖ Smartphone
❖ Advertisement

Decreasing

Growing

We must valorise Indigenous Knowledge
❖ Highlight benefice
❖ Highlight relevance
❖ Know the limits 
❖ Encourage its transmission
❖ Protect it from plunder
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Pluri Professional
Anthropological Approach

is a way to understand
the changes of Santal Health management.

How long will Indigenous knowledge persist ?
Is this an announced death of this knowledge

or
is it a normal and contextual evolution of knowledge ?



Thank You



SAMP.	Inputs	from	anthropology

∗ 1.	Underline	research	context:	
∗ Global	health:	globalisation	of	epidemiology,	knowledge,	

medical	practices,	health	policies	
∗ Diversity	and	alterity:	socio-historical	perspective,	social	

and	cultural	pluralism.	Sense	of	the	research	activitiy	
∗ Local	health:	care	and	cure	ressources.	Actors,	practices	

and	health	organisation.	Relationshil	health	–	religion.	
∗ Actual	changes:	social	mutations,	access	to	care,	care	

pathways	and	therapeutic	pluralism



SAMP.	Inputs	from	anthropology

∗ 2.	Develop	health	research	methodologies	in	a	context	of	
plurality	and	diversity	

∗ Clarify	research	objectives	and	feasability	
∗ Promote	ethnography	and	qualitative	research	
∗ Value	inductive	approaches	(link	between	practice	of	fieldwork	and	

theory)	
∗ Insert	in	fieldwork	by	linguistic	mediation	
∗ Value	interprofessional	interactions	and	plurality	of	points	of	view	
∗ Produce	good	legitimate	data	
∗ Place	analytic	perspectives	in	context


